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fessiohs of loyalty. In acknowledgment of this display of loyalty and goodwill the Imperial Government greatly enlarged its promise to extend self-government in India.
On August 20, 1917, Mr. E. S. Montagu, who was now Secretary for India, announced in the House of Commons that " the policy of His Majesty's Government is that of increasing the association of Indians in every branch of the administration and the gradual development of self-governing institutions with a view to the progressive realization of responsible government in India as an integral part of the British Empire." The promise was no doubt qualified by the word " gradual," and Mr. Montagu had been careful to add that it must be realized in " successive stages/' and that " the British Government and the Government of India must be the judges of the tinue and measure of each advance," but the phrase " responsible government in India as an integral part of the British Empire " was taken to mean Dominion Home Rule and this became from that time onwards the goal of even moderate Indian Nationalists.
Amritsar
Reaction followed swiftly in India, as elsewhere, when the war was over. The extreme Nationalists started a violent campaign; the Government replied by introducing the " Row-latt Bill," which gave it special powers for dealing with seditious crime. Mr. Gandhi, chiefly known till then as a much revered social and religious reformer, retaliated with a passive resistance movement, and violent disturbances broke out in the Punjab. On April 13, 1919, occurred the "tragedy of Amritsar"—tragedy on any interpretation of it—when General Dyer, being called upon by the civil authorities to restore order, gave an order to fire on an unlawful assembly in the Jalianwala Bagh of that city, with the result that 400 persons were killed and nearly 1000 more wounded. Certain incidents which attended this act of repression—the unfortunate delay in attending to the wounded and the issue of an order directing Indians to " crawl " past the spot—added to the anger and excitement which the news of it caused in all parts of India. The Government of India1 appointed a Committee of Inquiry (the Hunter Committee) which condemned General Dyer, and it was decided that he should receive no further employment in India.risons and twosh accepted it, but which
